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THE LATEST NEWS FROM ITALY’S WINERIES AND
WINE GROUPS

4th May, 2020 by Phoebe French

We spoke to a selection of Italian wineries and wine groups to find out their latest news and how they
are coping during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Consorzio delle Venezie DOC Pinot Grigio

The Consorzio delle Venezie has revealed that in the first quarter of the year, the number of certifications and wines

bottled under the DOC label has grown by 6.9% compared with 2019, and does not yet reflect the impact of the Covid-

19 outbreak. The consorzio describes the coming months as the “great unknown”, and while it is concerned, it is trying
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to remain positive. President Albino Armani welcomed measures from the Italian government that guaranteed “the

necessary liquidity for businesses” to overcome the effects of the virus. Following the cancellation of ProWein and

Vinitaly, the consorzio has turned its attention online. It will be hosting digital tastings of new vintages on its website –

dellevenezie.it – which will be published on social media, along with webinars targeting buyers in the UK and US, and

companies interested in its work.

Bosco Viticultori

Paolo Lasagni, managing director of Bosco Viticultori, says the company has been fortunate in the sense that 80% of

its turnover is generated from the off-trade. The company, therefore, has not been affected in the same way that others

that rely more heavily on restaurant sales have been. Lasagni foresees that there could be problems for the 2020

vintage because tanks at some wineries “are still quite full”. He says the Italian government is considering a voluntary

alcohol distillation sale for those who are unable to sell their 2019 wines and older bulk stock. Bosco Viticultori is

already working on its Christmas projects, and is also promoting its new organic line that had been scheduled to launch

at ProWein. The range, called Bosco dei Cirmioli Organic, comprises a Prosecco, a Pinot Grigio and a Merlot.

Zonin
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Zonin’s Sicilian wine estate Principi di Butera is launching its prestige range in refreshed packaging this spring. These

include its Nero d’Avola (Amìra); Syrah (Butirah), Grillo (Diamanti) and Inzolia. All of the wines are now packaged in

Burgundy bottles and feature labels in contrasting colours. Zonin’s Asti-based producer, Castello del Poggio, is set to

unveil a vermouth later this year called Ambrosia Vermouth di Torino Rosso Superiore. The aromatised, fortified wine is

flavoured with botanicals including marjoram, citrus fruit, thyme, gentian, rhubarb, coriander, nutmeg, cloves,

cinnamon, clary sage, vanilla, grapefruit and almond. The producer recommends serving the Italian tipple neat with ice

and a slice of orange peel or as a base for cocktails including the Manhattan or Negroni.

Mazzei
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Mazzei, which owns Chianti estate Castello di Fonterutoli, Belguardo in Maremma and Zisola in Sicily, continues to

operate during the crisis, but at a “reduced rate”. Vice-president and CEO, Francesco Mazzei, said that sales have

been affected by the downturn of the hotel, restaurant and café sector in Italy and around the world. However, sales

were “improving” in the off-trade, especially online. Mazzei is in the process of preparing modified goals and strategies

for 2020 factoring in the influence of Covid-19. Francesco Mazzei said that it was obvious that this year will be “pretty

difficult”, with reduced sales and margins, but he said that it would be “useful to rethink our business model and

improve it”. The wine group is also planning to launch a new project in the summer, which is says will drive more

attention to its Fonterutoli brand.

Tenute Piccini
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Chianti estate Tenute Piccini launched a major television advertising campaign over the Easter weekend. The 32-

second video has been transmitted on all Mediaset television and digital channels. The advert includes images of

empty cities and rows of vines conveying the message that the winery is waiting patiently for normality to return. Piccini

has actively supported the local community during Covid-19, donating 30,000 masks to authorities in Tuscany,

Lombardy and Liguria and taking part in online retailer Tannico’s charitable project, and has donated €1 from every

bottle sold to the Sacco Hospital in Milan. Piccini has been able to keep all production sites open and has not needed

to make use of the country’s redundancy fund. Operational staff have been divided into two teams, which are isolated

from one another to reduce the risk of spreading disease. CEO Mario Piccini said: “Together we will succeed in

overcoming this difficult time, and at Piccini we want to give a sign of hope to the whole of Italy. Together we will start

again.”

Enoitalia
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Enoitalia has announced that its Alberto Nani organic Prosecco has been certified vegan. Made from grapes grown in

the Prosecco DOC area without pesticides, insecticides or herbicides, the wine is sold in Asda in the UK. The largest

privately owned winery in Italy will also launch its Pendium Pinot Grigio delle Venezie DOC in Asda this year. The

Pendium line also includes a Prosecco, sparkling rosé and Moscato. Packaged in a diamond-cut bottle, the Pinot

Grigio is vinified in stainless steel and is described as “fresh and crisp with flavours of white stone fruit and balanced

acidity”.

Slideshow : 1 2 (https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2020/05/the-latest-news-from-italys-wineries-and-wine-groups/2/) 3

(https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2020/05/the-latest-news-from-italys-wineries-and-wine-groups/3/)

(https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2020/05/the-latest-news-from-italys-wineries-and-wine-groups/2/)

Next Page →

https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2020/05/the-latest-news-from-italys-wineries-and-wine-groups/2/
https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2020/05/the-latest-news-from-italys-wineries-and-wine-groups/3/
https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2020/05/the-latest-news-from-italys-wineries-and-wine-groups/2/


4/5/2020 The latest news from Italy’s wineries and wine groups

https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2020/05/the-latest-news-from-italys-wineries-and-wine-groups/ 7/7

Privacy Policy (https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/privacy-policy) | Cookie Policy (https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/about-cookies) | Please
drink responsibly (http://www.drinkaware.co.uk) | Log in (https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/wordpress/wp-login.php?

redirect_to=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thedrinksbusiness.com)
© 2020 Union Press Ltd | Wigglesworth House, Fourth Floor, 69 Southwark Bridge Road, London, SE1 9HH, UK | Registered in England and

Wales No. 03606414 | Tel: +44 (0)20 7803 2420

Leave a Reply

Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *

Comment 

Name * 

Email * 

Website 

Post Comment

Non comprare segu

Fai crescere il tuo account in m
con la nostra tecnologia.

Instaboom

https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/privacy-policy
https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/about-cookies
http://www.drinkaware.co.uk/
https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/wordpress/wp-login.php?redirect_to=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thedrinksbusiness.com
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CTE0r_n6wXv_uO5aC7_UPutCM0AjPuuW3XIrT9_SnCaTCufDkEBABIM2-niZg_bqKhMgRoAHa3-b-AsgBCakCky59DYxZsj6oAwHIA8MEqgSHAk_QRK9gifMfvkXjch-eRzjVhNghdDVwHIcenZWH7Dmk0bDfM1nYhMU1RIydopwxGX9Y0B6dJcYl43-3Gg7uQl7CtALt7g829U9gLy9Q_Mj2qI6Sp6gM5fjsxUriu202zwUPN-dFO5zo-ASUwJaAroDX2UajUEOYKFxR0iMtj7Q6f8Z1_p3A5AXEKacCq8hAnKINZ1BenoKjbit4tDLwTPFmnt2uOJDuqbgAP3iU5z4N2s27ScRlqETOVolkrLo_JV8doZ0uwb1r0C6FFSNNTlAhIijr_n9EIBAyRObQcA_NzcMvs09SD2d8Vsbb9ChOjS5CQKbDMSCaTt01EfmyIiyhYR7j3cVqwASBoLab_QGQBgGgBi6AB46gmYEBiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH8NkbqAfy2RuoB6a-G6gH7NUbqAfz0RuoB-zVG6gHltgbqAfC2hvYBwDSCAkIgICAEBACGBqxCZX6IhjQvxl8gAoBmAsByAsBgAwB2BMC&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3kuKezZ24l-ViDAdKNT5WllnX9zIJGNUSFaK_l7m_QtFjoSyYre1jl5uQXRH3CZw-cXJHNMFA1RKrygvn9EDEBF_LzgOXhUpjPVqh7FnIRlCC4jDb_PwC0dxXyHI8SkPmL-czWoyvpd2_9GxN5WhE60IW_Rc&sig=AOD64_1eLiR-pSnFAfH_udVvgpmbGcsNBQ&client=ca-pub-1260076104415356&nb=9&adurl=https://www.instaboom.es/it%3Fgclid%3DCj0KCQjw-r71BRDuARIsAB7i_QPUk-TgKbgwZTAXvzfOmOnHKfW1kcjNGAxMkt_g0R3P-PMsbjvnaWEaAnnoEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CTE0r_n6wXv_uO5aC7_UPutCM0AjPuuW3XIrT9_SnCaTCufDkEBABIM2-niZg_bqKhMgRoAHa3-b-AsgBCakCky59DYxZsj6oAwHIA8MEqgSHAk_QRK9gifMfvkXjch-eRzjVhNghdDVwHIcenZWH7Dmk0bDfM1nYhMU1RIydopwxGX9Y0B6dJcYl43-3Gg7uQl7CtALt7g829U9gLy9Q_Mj2qI6Sp6gM5fjsxUriu202zwUPN-dFO5zo-ASUwJaAroDX2UajUEOYKFxR0iMtj7Q6f8Z1_p3A5AXEKacCq8hAnKINZ1BenoKjbit4tDLwTPFmnt2uOJDuqbgAP3iU5z4N2s27ScRlqETOVolkrLo_JV8doZ0uwb1r0C6FFSNNTlAhIijr_n9EIBAyRObQcA_NzcMvs09SD2d8Vsbb9ChOjS5CQKbDMSCaTt01EfmyIiyhYR7j3cVqwASBoLab_QGQBgGgBi6AB46gmYEBiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH8NkbqAfy2RuoB6a-G6gH7NUbqAfz0RuoB-zVG6gHltgbqAfC2hvYBwDSCAkIgICAEBACGBqxCZX6IhjQvxl8gAoBmAsByAsBgAwB2BMC&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3kuKezZ24l-ViDAdKNT5WllnX9zIJGNUSFaK_l7m_QtFjoSyYre1jl5uQXRH3CZw-cXJHNMFA1RKrygvn9EDEBF_LzgOXhUpjPVqh7FnIRlCC4jDb_PwC0dxXyHI8SkPmL-czWoyvpd2_9GxN5WhE60IW_Rc&sig=AOD64_1eLiR-pSnFAfH_udVvgpmbGcsNBQ&client=ca-pub-1260076104415356&nb=19&adurl=https://www.instaboom.es/it%3Fgclid%3DCj0KCQjw-r71BRDuARIsAB7i_QPUk-TgKbgwZTAXvzfOmOnHKfW1kcjNGAxMkt_g0R3P-PMsbjvnaWEaAnnoEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CTE0r_n6wXv_uO5aC7_UPutCM0AjPuuW3XIrT9_SnCaTCufDkEBABIM2-niZg_bqKhMgRoAHa3-b-AsgBCakCky59DYxZsj6oAwHIA8MEqgSHAk_QRK9gifMfvkXjch-eRzjVhNghdDVwHIcenZWH7Dmk0bDfM1nYhMU1RIydopwxGX9Y0B6dJcYl43-3Gg7uQl7CtALt7g829U9gLy9Q_Mj2qI6Sp6gM5fjsxUriu202zwUPN-dFO5zo-ASUwJaAroDX2UajUEOYKFxR0iMtj7Q6f8Z1_p3A5AXEKacCq8hAnKINZ1BenoKjbit4tDLwTPFmnt2uOJDuqbgAP3iU5z4N2s27ScRlqETOVolkrLo_JV8doZ0uwb1r0C6FFSNNTlAhIijr_n9EIBAyRObQcA_NzcMvs09SD2d8Vsbb9ChOjS5CQKbDMSCaTt01EfmyIiyhYR7j3cVqwASBoLab_QGQBgGgBi6AB46gmYEBiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH8NkbqAfy2RuoB6a-G6gH7NUbqAfz0RuoB-zVG6gHltgbqAfC2hvYBwDSCAkIgICAEBACGBqxCZX6IhjQvxl8gAoBmAsByAsBgAwB2BMC&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3kuKezZ24l-ViDAdKNT5WllnX9zIJGNUSFaK_l7m_QtFjoSyYre1jl5uQXRH3CZw-cXJHNMFA1RKrygvn9EDEBF_LzgOXhUpjPVqh7FnIRlCC4jDb_PwC0dxXyHI8SkPmL-czWoyvpd2_9GxN5WhE60IW_Rc&sig=AOD64_1eLiR-pSnFAfH_udVvgpmbGcsNBQ&client=ca-pub-1260076104415356&nb=0&adurl=https://www.instaboom.es/it%3Fgclid%3DCj0KCQjw-r71BRDuARIsAB7i_QPUk-TgKbgwZTAXvzfOmOnHKfW1kcjNGAxMkt_g0R3P-PMsbjvnaWEaAnnoEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CTE0r_n6wXv_uO5aC7_UPutCM0AjPuuW3XIrT9_SnCaTCufDkEBABIM2-niZg_bqKhMgRoAHa3-b-AsgBCakCky59DYxZsj6oAwHIA8MEqgSHAk_QRK9gifMfvkXjch-eRzjVhNghdDVwHIcenZWH7Dmk0bDfM1nYhMU1RIydopwxGX9Y0B6dJcYl43-3Gg7uQl7CtALt7g829U9gLy9Q_Mj2qI6Sp6gM5fjsxUriu202zwUPN-dFO5zo-ASUwJaAroDX2UajUEOYKFxR0iMtj7Q6f8Z1_p3A5AXEKacCq8hAnKINZ1BenoKjbit4tDLwTPFmnt2uOJDuqbgAP3iU5z4N2s27ScRlqETOVolkrLo_JV8doZ0uwb1r0C6FFSNNTlAhIijr_n9EIBAyRObQcA_NzcMvs09SD2d8Vsbb9ChOjS5CQKbDMSCaTt01EfmyIiyhYR7j3cVqwASBoLab_QGQBgGgBi6AB46gmYEBiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH8NkbqAfy2RuoB6a-G6gH7NUbqAfz0RuoB-zVG6gHltgbqAfC2hvYBwDSCAkIgICAEBACGBqxCZX6IhjQvxl8gAoBmAsByAsBgAwB2BMC&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3kuKezZ24l-ViDAdKNT5WllnX9zIJGNUSFaK_l7m_QtFjoSyYre1jl5uQXRH3CZw-cXJHNMFA1RKrygvn9EDEBF_LzgOXhUpjPVqh7FnIRlCC4jDb_PwC0dxXyHI8SkPmL-czWoyvpd2_9GxN5WhE60IW_Rc&sig=AOD64_1eLiR-pSnFAfH_udVvgpmbGcsNBQ&client=ca-pub-1260076104415356&nb=7&adurl=https://www.instaboom.es/it%3Fgclid%3DCj0KCQjw-r71BRDuARIsAB7i_QPUk-TgKbgwZTAXvzfOmOnHKfW1kcjNGAxMkt_g0R3P-PMsbjvnaWEaAnnoEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CTE0r_n6wXv_uO5aC7_UPutCM0AjPuuW3XIrT9_SnCaTCufDkEBABIM2-niZg_bqKhMgRoAHa3-b-AsgBCakCky59DYxZsj6oAwHIA8MEqgSHAk_QRK9gifMfvkXjch-eRzjVhNghdDVwHIcenZWH7Dmk0bDfM1nYhMU1RIydopwxGX9Y0B6dJcYl43-3Gg7uQl7CtALt7g829U9gLy9Q_Mj2qI6Sp6gM5fjsxUriu202zwUPN-dFO5zo-ASUwJaAroDX2UajUEOYKFxR0iMtj7Q6f8Z1_p3A5AXEKacCq8hAnKINZ1BenoKjbit4tDLwTPFmnt2uOJDuqbgAP3iU5z4N2s27ScRlqETOVolkrLo_JV8doZ0uwb1r0C6FFSNNTlAhIijr_n9EIBAyRObQcA_NzcMvs09SD2d8Vsbb9ChOjS5CQKbDMSCaTt01EfmyIiyhYR7j3cVqwASBoLab_QGQBgGgBi6AB46gmYEBiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH8NkbqAfy2RuoB6a-G6gH7NUbqAfz0RuoB-zVG6gHltgbqAfC2hvYBwDSCAkIgICAEBACGBqxCZX6IhjQvxl8gAoBmAsByAsBgAwB2BMC&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3kuKezZ24l-ViDAdKNT5WllnX9zIJGNUSFaK_l7m_QtFjoSyYre1jl5uQXRH3CZw-cXJHNMFA1RKrygvn9EDEBF_LzgOXhUpjPVqh7FnIRlCC4jDb_PwC0dxXyHI8SkPmL-czWoyvpd2_9GxN5WhE60IW_Rc&sig=AOD64_1eLiR-pSnFAfH_udVvgpmbGcsNBQ&client=ca-pub-1260076104415356&nb=1&adurl=https://www.instaboom.es/it%3Fgclid%3DCj0KCQjw-r71BRDuARIsAB7i_QPUk-TgKbgwZTAXvzfOmOnHKfW1kcjNGAxMkt_g0R3P-PMsbjvnaWEaAnnoEALw_wcB

